
 

Save the Date! 

the 

Epworth Messenger 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Young Adult SS Class 

Sept. 14 @ 6pm 

 There will be a cookout at 

the Ripley City Park for 

our new Young Adult SS 

class.  All young adults are 

invited to attend. 

 Epworth Homecoming 
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October 30 @ noon 

We welcomed Rev. 

Price & Carolyn with a 
reception on August 21 

in the FC.  We are so 
glad to have both of 
them here at Epworth.  

 
Welcome to Epworth! 

Coming this fall is a new Young 
Adult  Sunday School class! 
 
A new class is forming for young 
singles and couples Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. beginning 
September 18.  If you are in your 
20's or 30's (or feel you are younger 
than you are!) this class will offer 
you a place to gather in order to 
grow in your faith and develop 
greater relationships with one 
another.  
 
If you would like to be a part of the 
development team, please let 
Pastor Ford or Janet McCauley 
know. It will be a great opportunity 
to strengthen your faith and 
friendships. 

 

We will have a homecoming on 

Sunday, Oct 30.  Rev Basil 
Hensley will preach with a dinner 

following in the FC. 



 

 

EPWORTH MESSENGER FALL 2016 Message from Rev. Price 

You Made the Team! 
Recently I went to watch the Ripley Football Team practice at the high school. It’s exciting to watch these young men 
striving for excellence under the guidance of their dedicated coaches to prepare for a positive and winning season. It takes 
so much more than athletic ability to produce a winning team. Prized values such as showing respect, working as a team, 
always giving your best, getting up after a hard blow or fall, learning from mistakes, and never giving up are necessary to 
be successful on and off the field. And to stay on the team, those players will have to continue to work hard, follow their 
coaches, do their best, maintain good attitudes, and play with heart.  
 
Unfortunately, not everyone can make the team. Players have to demonstrate a certain amount of talent, proficiency, size, 
and commitment to make the team. I can remember when I tried out for the school basketball team. No one wanted to 
play more than I did, but that wasn’t enough. I could never jump high enough or be quick enough compared to other 
players who were taller, faster, and had training opportunities I never benefitted from. My dreams of being a NBA star 
were dashed. 
 
Not really. It was an unrealistic dream, but as a child I was told I could be anything I wanted if I just tried hard enough. 
Not. Yes, hard work is critical to success, even for the most talented players like LeBron James, but it alone can’t 
compensate for ability and skill. I didn’t even have to be a starter; I just wanted to be on the team! 
 
That’s the same feeling many people have about being accepted by God or joining the church. Many people don’t think 
they are good enough or know enough about God or the church to be a part. Perhaps they’ve done something in the past 
that they feel disqualifies them, or they aren’t sure if they really believe everything that the church proclaims. The rituals 
and vocabulary are unfamiliar and make some feel like an outsider. They simply don’t feel like they have what it takes to 
make the team. 
 
Jesus faced the same situation. The religious people of his day had so many rituals and rules that the average person 
couldn’t keep up or understand them all. They didn’t feel like they could make the religious team or have a chance with 
God. Jesus changed all of that.  
 
He invited in everyone alike: Jews, non-Jews (Gentiles), and even Samaritans (an interracial group the Jews hated and 
segregated themselves from). He proclaimed that God sent him to offer love, acceptance, and salvation to everyone 
regardless of race or gender (John 3:16). He said for all who are weary and burdened to come to him for rest and a 
relationship with God (Matthew 11:28-29). 
 
Everyone makes the team with Jesus! There are no spectators. And yes, everyone is to be a starter; there is no second 
string!  What’s interesting is on Jesus’ team no one comes with any talent or ability to perform the work of God’s 
Kingdom. We all come the same, but we won’t stay that way. Jesus is more than a coach; he actually transforms our lives, 
putting in us all the gifts (see Spiritual Gifts in Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12) and abilities we need to succeed in 
everything God calls us to. The only ability God wants is availability; God’s Spirit will do the rest. 
 
How available are you for playing on God’s team? Are you showing up to practice through Bible Study, Sunday School, 
and prayer gatherings? Are you growing in enthusiasm and joy by encouraging the team and exalting our Lord in worship? 
Are you on the playing field of life showing your God-given abilities and gratitude by serving others? Are you giving 
witness to the One who calls us to invite others to be on the greatest team there is: the community of faithful followers of 
Jesus Christ? 
 
It’s great when fall comes around and we get to cheer on our sons and daughters performing in various sports or playing in 
the band. It’s fun to root for our favorite teams. But nothing can compare to actually being on the team and playing in the 
game! Let us remember that we are part of something far bigger and more significant: being the team of believers in the 
world who make the difference in people’s lives with God’s good news in Christ.  
 
Congratulations! You are a part of God’s team! I look forward to seeing you each week at practice and our rallies together 
in worship. We have the greatest Coach of life in Christ who will equip us, train us, and lead us to victory in every area of 
life if we will listen and follow him (“we are more than conquerors” according to Romans 8). Let’s live in such a way that 
others will know whose team we are really on and join us on the greatest team there is! 
 
In pursuit of God’s best with you, 
Pastor Ford 
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Acolytes:  If you are in 2nd thru 5th grade and 

want to be an acolyte contact 
Shelia Lokant @ 304-532-8997.  

We will have our annual 
training on Sunday, September 

@ 5:00pm in the sanctuary for 
new and current acolytes. 

The Parsonage Committee 

was quite busy preparing the 

parsonage for Rev. and Mrs. 

Price.  
Listed below are the new 

items, either purchased from 

parsonage funds, or donated by  
generous members: Carpet( one room)  paint, 
painting supplies, electric cook top, curtains,  
blinds, hardware for kitchen and bathroom 
cabinets/doors, six interior door knobs, three 
exterior  

entry door knobs, front storm door, smoke 
alarms, CO detectors, shower curtain, shelf 
liners,,  

products for sealing laundry room floor, laundry 
room shelving, flowers, refrigerator door bar,  
cabinet door closures, air conditioner for laundry 
room and lawn mower.  
Additionally, the roof of the storage building was 
repaired, a donated lawn mover was serviced  
to running condition, and shelves were built for 
the laundry room. Flowers were planted at the  
front of the house. The front porch and sidewalk 
were pressure washed and landscaping was   
groomed.  
Professional cleaners as well as volunteers 
from church cleaned the house.  
Before winter, the garage needs to be 
freshened, painted floors sealed and painted.  
A big thank you goes to the following people 
who helped with numerous jobs: Jim and Jenny  
Frashier, Taryn Matheny, Brenda Hunt, Mike 
and Rachel Tillinghast, Jim Hughes, John and 
Julia Hoffman, Ben Selby, Larry Moore, Frank 
Strohl.  Apologies to anyone not listed.   

Rose Circle will meet on Monday, 
September 10 at 7 o'clock in the 
parlor. All past, current and future 
members are encouraged to attend. 
Rose Circle provides many services 
to and for the church and can use all 
the help we can get! Please consider 
joining. You will be blessed.  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT as of 
7/31/16 

2016 Budget                   $263,619.00 
Needed to date              $153.778.00 

Total Giving received   $150,976.49 
Total Expenses              $149,994.90 

We will begin practicing on September 7 @ 
5:30 pm in the Choir room.  If you are 
interested in being part of this ministry 
contact Greta Tyler  

ALL SAINTS PARTY 
The Annual All Saints Party is October 23rd 
from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Center.  This is a great party for children from 
birth to age 100.  There are contests, door prizes, lots and 

lots of food, new games, tattoo parlor, great prizes and just good 
fellowship with your church family. Come out and enjoy this 
wonderful evening of fun.  This is a great opportunity to invite 
someone into the church. 
 
 The All Saints party could use any slightly used or new toys, 
DVD’s, stuffed animals, toys or games.  
The prize table is a big expense for the 
party, so any and all donations would be 
greatly appreciated.  Donations will be 
accepted now and thru Oct. 19th.  Place 
them on the stage in the FC.  Thanks so 
much for your help! 

Congratulations 
To the following Sunday School students who 

received their perfect attendance pins 
 

Hunter Miller   14th year pin 
   Rae Knopp    8th year pin 
 Lucia Webb    6th year pin 

             Vivien Webb    3rd year pin 
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Stewards for September 
Assignment Sept. 4 Sept. 11 Sept. 18 Sept. 25 

Liturgist Mike Webb Youth Polly Hughes Kathy Selbe 

Greeters 

 

Ralph & Sandy 
Summers 

Russ Brown  
Stephanie Lake 

Carolyn Tippens 
Hazel Parsons 

Ben & Kathy Selbe 

Acolytes 

 

Luke Matson 
Lauren Bailey 

Bryson Casto 
Ava Bratton 

Kaylee Smith  
Sia Haynes 

Lily Gorrell 
Audra Gorrell 

Infant Nursery Volunteer Meredith Stover Julie Morris Jordan Tennant 

Toddler Nursery Volunteer Hamilton Rake 
Kelly Rake 

Mike Knopp 
Katy-Jo Knopp 

Chelsea Gandee 
Rebecca Blake 

Head Usher Frank Hughes Cookey Gunther Keith Rake Shelia Lokant 

 

   Stewards for October 
Assignment Oct. 2 Oct. 9 Oct. 16 Oct. 23 Oct. 30 

Liturgist 
 

Bea Isner Youth Mike Casdorph Louise Raines Ben Selbe 

Greeters 
 

Fred Batten Emily Okes Donell, Davis, 
Will & Sia 
Haynes 

Rebecca & Ryan 
Blake 

Rick & Brenda 
Greene 

Acolytes 

 

Summer Hartley 

Dylan Sayre 

Ronan Holmes 

Ava Bratton 

Kaylee Smith 

Sia Haynes 

Gavin Curry 

Bryson Casto 

Audra Gorrell 

Lily Gorrell 

Infant Nursery 
 

Lisa Bailey Susan Curry Michelle 
Rotenberry 

Tyler McCauley Volunteer 

Toddler 
Nursery 

Beth Miller 
Mary Jane 
Anderson 

Monica French 
Marie 
McCauley 

Kelsea Casto 
Kelsey Casto 
 

Justin Green 
Tara Green 

Volunteer 

Head Usher 
 

David Raines Hazel Parsons Don Henthorne Sherrie Moore Larry Lokant 

 

Rev. Price will begin a Bible study 

class this September on the Gospel of 

John.  Bible study will begin on 

Monday, Sept. 12 at 7pm and also on 
Thursday morning, Sept. 15 at 10am.  It 

will continue until mid December. 
 

Many Thanks 
 

     The family of Don Harvey expresses our deepest 
appreciation for all the many cards, visits, calls, flowers, 
and expressions of love given by our loving church 
family and friends.  He is surely smiling down from 
heaven at the caring and generosity shown to our 
family.  Hug someone today and think of him!! 
       
 Ollie, Lea Ann, Teresa & Michele  
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MEMORIAL REPORT 

The United Methodist Women's unit is preparing for a busy fall. The Executive Committee along with the chairs of all 
the circles will meet on Monday, Aug. 29 at 1 p.m. in the parlor. Plans will be finalized for the next several months. 
Everyone is invited to the luncheon on Monday, Sept. 12 at noon in Fellowship Center. Lisa Bailey is hosting an 
interesting program and as usual, lunch will be provided. We hope to have a large turnout for this event. 
On October 3, the general meeting will be held in the parlor. At this time any new officers will be elected prior to the 
program. 
The Executive Committee will meet at noon in the parlor on that same day. 
We hope you have had a relaxing summer even through the extreme heat and are eager to return to cooler weather 
with renewed energy for our activities.  

Memorial Fund 
Donations made in m/o Don Harvey  by Vernon & Bobbie Fishier, Barbara Casto, Doris Randolph, Elizabeth Curry, Mike & 

Marty Spiker, Keith & Jill Rake, Bill & Cindy Tuner, Glenna Witschy, Mark & Bea Isner, GFWC West Virginia Inc, Cleta 

Walker, Lynn & Janet McCauley, Ingrid Lee, Del & Joyce Lawhon, Jo Ellen Nicholson, Lydia Ray Ludwig, 

Friendship Circle, DH & Donna Cook, Wayne & Rhonda Hughes, Ron & Edna Brooks, David & Mary Akers, Alan & Jody 

Earnest 

Donations made in m/o Ron Walker by Cleta Walker, Barbara Casto, 

Donation made in m/o Garnet Landfried by Charlie & Twila Miller 

Donation made in m/o Fred & Addie Fisher by Vicki Cunniffe 

 

General Fund 
Donations made in m/o Ron Walker by Jim & Jennie Frashier, Mike & Rachel Tillinghast, Bobbie Goff, Eleanor Mills, Don & 

Joan Henthorne, Hazel Parsons, Barbara Conley 

Donations made in m/o Don Harvey by Jim & Jennie Frashier, Hazel Parsons, Barbara Conley, Eleanor Mills, Don & Joan 

Henthorne, Bobbie Goff, Jim & Jeannie Casto, Chuck & Liza Bailey, Mike & Rachel Tillinghast, Carolyn Tippens, Jim & Polly 

Hughes, David & Louise Raines 

Donation made in m/o Jack Mace by John & Cookie Gunther   

Donation made in Honor of Joyce Lawhon by Hazel Parsons 

Donation made in Honor of Ingrid Lee’s Birthday by Hazel Parsons 

 

Food Pantry 

Donations made in m/o Don Harvey by Friends & Neighbors- Lynn & Vail Dr, Kevin & Melanie McGraw, Donzel & Patrona 

Whiting  

Donation made in Honor of Donna Isner by Brenda Greene                             

  

Compassion Fund          
Donation made in Honor of Vernon Fisher  

 

Andrew Caller 
Donation made in m/o Ron Walker by Ingrid Lee 

Donation made in Honor of Donna Isner by Brenda Green 

 

Pastor Moving Expense 

Donation made in m/o Don Harvey by Benny & Brenda Hunt 

 

UMCOR 
Donation made in m/o Ron Walker by Benny & Brenda Hunt 
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 SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH 

     

Children’s Choir  
Georgia Hughes (3yr – 2nd grade) 
 

Kings Kids – (2nd – 5th Grade)  
Kelsea Casto - 1st Sunday  
Monica French – 2nd Sunday 

 

Middle School Youth  
Rachel Casto 

 

High School  
Rebecca Raines Blake 
Kelsey Casto 
Savana Whiting 

                           

3rd Sunday Evening – Game Night (all youth) 
Erica McVay 
Lisa Bailey 

 

4th Sunday – No Youth 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & TEACHERS  

 

Pre-K  
Kathy Jo Knopp  
 

Kindergarten – 2nd 
Kelsea Casto – 1st Sunday 
Kristin Stover – 2nd Sunday 
Beth Miller – 3rd Sunday 
Mary Jane Anderson – 4th Sunday 

 

3rd – 5th 
Donell Haynes – 1st Sunday 
Beth Miller – 2nd Sunday 
Meredith Stover – 3rd Sunday 
Susan Chancey – 4th Sunday 

 

Middle School  
Georgia Hughes-Webb 

 

High School 
Mike Knopp 

 

Children’s Church 
Monica French – 2nd Sunday 
Maria McCauley – 3rd Sunday 

 

KINGS KIDS JR. YOUTH GROUP 

 

Kings Kid's started back up September 18 from 

6-7 pm in the Fellowship Center.  

 

Everyone grades 2nd through 5th is welcome to 

attend. 

Let's make a joyful noise! All of 
Epworth's children (from age 2 to 102) 
are invited to join our Children's Choir! 
When we get together for our practices, we explore the 
church, sing, dance, and play our instruments--not to 
mention eating yummy snacks and getting prizes from 
our Treasure Box! It's a whole lot of fun, and we want 
you to join in! Our first practice this year will be on 
September 18th at 6:00 in the Wesley Chapel. We 
want every kid to come to choir and sing praises to our 
Awesome God! If you have any questions in the 
meantime, just talk to Georgia (304-549-5732 or 
gkhughes77@aol.com). See you on September 18th!  

We will kick off our Sunday 
evening youth ministries with a 
“SUNDAE SUNDAY”.  All 
youth groups will meet in the 
FC @ 6pm and are asked to 
bring your favorite sundae topping to 
share.  This is also a great time to invite 
your friends to come and join the fun 
here at Epworth.  

gkhughes77@aol.com


 

 

EPWORTH MESSENGER FALL 2016 

 

COMMUNITY CHOIR FESTIVAL 

            This year, on Sunday, November 6th, will be the 4-choir Community Choir Festival.  
Calvary UMC will be hosting this annual event. North, First, Calvary & Epworth will be 

participating in this wonderful evening of praising God in song.   
 
 The entire evening will feature each choir’s presentation of anthems, some 
congregational singing, and all choirs will combine to form one mass choir to sing for us, too. 
             

            Make a note now to attend on Sunday evening, November 6, at 7 p.m. 

 

Our Epworth Choir is still looking for a new leader. Tell all your friends and neighbors how great our choir is 
and see if any of them feels called to be our director. We’re a great group, we promise!  
  
In the meantime, we plan to rely on the kindness of our members to volunteer one month at a time to try to 
keep us in key and on tempo as we make a joyful noise to praise God! The first volunteer for the month of 
September is Georgia Hughes-Webb. She can’t play piano, and reading the bass clef is going to be a new 
challenge for her, but she loves worshiping through song—especially with her Epworth Choir family! We all 
know that God is at work in all things, and we’re trusting Him to lead us! 
  
Choir practice will start back up again on August 31 (the last Wednesday of the month) at 7:00 PM. We’ll start 
with a few songs that are already familiar to most of the choir.  
  
Everyone in the church is wanted and welcome to come and join the choir! No prior experience or special 
skills are required. You only need to love God and want to praise Him!  
  
See you for practice on August 31 and back in the Chancel on September 4!  
 

 

Help WV Flood Victims by Joining the Epworth Work Team  
 
Make a difference in the lives of those devastated by the recent flood in many parts of West Virginia. 
You are encouraged to join the work team that will go to a designated sight on Saturday, October 
15th. Men, women, youth and families, skilled and unskilled, can come together to work, serve, and 
show our neighbors the love of Christ in a very tangible way. Let Ben Selbe, Frank Strohl, or Pastor 
Ford know if you would like to be a part of the team for this one day.  

                                         Epworth Homecoming 2016 Slated for Sunday, October 30th 
 
Mark you calendars now for this special weekend of worship and celebration. Homecoming is a special time to come 
together as a church family to give thanks for our past, celebrate our present, and anticipate God's new possibilities for 
the future.  
 
Epworth's former and beloved pastor, the Rev. Dr. Basil Hensley, has been invited to be our preacher for the day. The 
service will follow with a homecoming fellowship dinner. It is also All Saints Sunday, the time we remember and give 
thanks for the Epworth saints who have entered God's final rest and eternal life. 
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Epworth will be participating in the 
Shoe Boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child again this year.  This is a 
wonderful ministry that gives 
Christmas gifts to the needy children 
overseas that would otherwise receive 
nothing.  The boxes are due the first 
of November, and we will have more 
info about them in October. 

One of the best items the kids receive 
are sunglasses, so you might want to 
consider add a pair to your box.   

Vernon & Bobbie Fisher 
Brookdale 
800 Association Drive 
Room 131-A 
Charleston, WV  25311 

 
Emily Okes 
1111 Washington Street 

Ravenswood, WV  26164 

Just a reminder that the food pantry is 

always in need.  Soup & crackers, spaghetti 

& sauce, pancake mix & syrup also, canned 

goods (with or without pull-tabs), peanut 

butter, & jelly, cereal.  We accept all kinds.  But if you need ideas, 

there is a listing near the pantry (in the classroom next to Wesley 

Chapel).  Thank you for your continued service to this 

ministry.  Our church is truly blessed. 

 Steve & Libby Westfall 
 117 Timberland Drive 
 Ripley, WV  25271 

Mandy Skeen & Tommy Woods 
107 Lee Street 

Ripley, WV  25271 

Patrick & Becky Neal 
269 Weekley Run Rd 
Ravenswood WV  26164 

Ivan Bryant 
24 Whispering Way 

  Ripley, WV  25271 

Kathy Skeens 
69 Whispering Way 
Ripley, WV  25271 

NEW ADDRESSES/PHONE NUMBERS 

Undie Sunday is October 9th.  
We will be collecting 

underwear, sock, t-shirts, etc.  
for children from birth to 18.  
Items collected will be sent to 
mission projects. 

Back-to-School Bash was a huge success! 

 

Thanks to all the donations made by the Epworth congregation we were able to give 

out 125 backpacks to kids in the county.  Thanks to Jadyn Casto for getting this 

project going.   
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Epworth Family Contact Update 
Please complete all form fields even if you do not wish to be listed in the directory. 

Your information will be used for other church record keeping purposes. 

 

Last Name  Home Phone  

Street  Family 
Email 

 

Street line2  

City  State  Zip  

Anniversary  

mm/dd/yyyy 

 

 

Adult 1 

First name  Last name  

Cell phone  Email  

Work phone  Occupation  

Birthday  

mm/dd/yyyy 

 Member 

Y/N 

 

Adult 2 

First name  Last name  

Cell phone  Email  

Work phone  Occupation  

Birthday  

mm/dd/yyyy 

 Member 
Y/N 

 

 

Child 1 

First name  Gender M/F  Member 

Y/N 

 

Birthday 

mm/dd/yyyy 

 Phone/Email  

Child 2 

First name  Gender M/F  Member 

Y/N 

 

Birthday 

mm/dd/yyyy 

 Phone/Email  

Child 3 

First name  Gender M/F  Member 

Y/N 

 

Birthday 

mm/dd/yyyy 

 Phone/Email  

 

Do you wish to be listed in the church directory? Yes 

/No 

 

Do you wish to include a picture? Yes /No  

 

What should we not publish?  _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature _____________________________________      Date __________________________ 
 



 

 

 

Epworth United Methodist Church 
Pastor:                     Reverend Dr. W. Ford Price 

Office Phone:          304-372-3493 

Office Hours:          Tues. thru Friday 9am to 12pm 

Pastors Cell:            1-304-416-1018 

Parsonage:               304-372-5800 

Sunday School                Sundays                  9:45 am 
Worship                           Sundays                11:00 am 

Muffins and More           Tuesdays              10:00 am 
Handbells                        Wednesday             5:30 pm 
Chancel Choir                 Wednesday            7:00 pm 
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