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A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Lord, 
 
At the beginning of this new year, I offer you my life. 
Come take my voice, 
  may the words I speak be filled with encouragement  
  and goodness. 
Come take my hands,  
  may the work they create be generous and giving. 
Come take my feet,  
  may the journeys I walk be led by your Spirit within. 
Come take my life Lord,  
  for I love your goodness, your kindness and your leading. 
Come, Lord, I offer you my life. Amen. 
 
  

 
 

 

service (7pm) with the imposition of ashes as well as the celebration of Holy Communion.  

Come and see! 

The MID-WEEK, MID-DAY SERVICE of 
COMMUNION and ANOINTING  

Every Wednesday at 12:05, a handful of 
brothers and sisters in Christ gather to share in 
the communion liturgy – prayer, scripture, 
reflection, confession, thanksgiving, 
communion – and have the opportunity for 
anointing as well. Many have found this weekly 
connection to be very spiritually uplifting and 
grounding at the same time. Holy Communion 
is a time when we remember that Jesus gave 
of himself so that we could have life, and 
indeed, we are nourished by Jesus. We receive 
the grace that is offered, and we go forth in 
blessing. Come and see! 

 

 

 
 

United Women in Faith 
 

United Women in Faith met after church on November 17, 2024, with the following members 
present:  Cookey Gunther, Sandy Summers, Paula Knopp, Dede Saffer, Arlene Kuryla, Ingrid Lee, 
Sheila Lokant, Beth Miller, Helen Casto, Julie Marple, Lisa Bailey, and Greta Tyler. 
 
Newly elected officers for 2025 are: 
Cookey Gunther, President; Sandy Summers, Vice President; Teresa Carmichael, Secretary; and 
Paula Knopp, Treasurer. 
 
Treasurer reported a profit on pecan sales was $1,126.00; account balance was $15,465.44. 
 
Twelve Days of Christmas was accomplished in early December, 
 
Members voted to combine all women’s circles into Untied Women in Faith. 
 
A member suggested an email to all women (those current and former) to see if they want to be 
notified of meetings and upcoming events because United Women in Faith is for ANY women, not 
just Epworth. 
 
Jackie Casto volunteered to take care of Christmas church decorations. 
 
World Thank Offering:  The Unit decided to take up donations at the Thanksgiving Dinner for the 
United Women in Faith World Thank Offering. 
 
2025 Call to Prayer and Self-Denial:  Epworth will host Calvary members.  Sufficient funds are 
available for a dinner so the event will be catered. It will take place on a Monday evening @ 6pm in 
March of 2025 (date to be determined). 
 
2025 Reading Program:  Members decided to participate in the 2025 Reading Program.  The Unit 
will order a boof from each category to be placed in the Parlor bookcase.  The honor system will be 
observed.  
 
The following books have been selected: 
HOW TO REACH THE WEST                             THE POWER OF TOGETHER 
ALL YOU CAN KNOW: A Memoir                        OUR MISSING HEARTS 
FORGINING WHAT TOU CAN’T FORGET 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR KERRY 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, who came that we might have LIFE! 

The United Methodist Church is one denomination out of many that offer baptism to adults, 
teens, adolescents, and infants alike. We view baptism as a sacrament and a command: it is 
both an event in which God’s grace is uniquely present, and which Jesus tells us to do. 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.” We view baptism as participation in and adoption into the family of God, 
applicable to community members of all ages. 
 
There are also many denominations that do not practice infant baptism, holding the belief that 
baptism is a believer’s declaration of faith in and obedience to Jesus Christ, and that a person 
must be of age to make such a declaration. 
 
Confirmation is how The UMC celebrates the believer’s declaration of faith. When an infant 
is baptized, the parents and the worshiping community vow to “nurture the child in Christ’s 
holy church, that by [our] example they may be guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, 
to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life.” When that baptized infant comes of 
age and is able to make a profession of faith, they confirm the vows that were made on their 
behalf at their baptism. 
 
Pastor Kerry will be leading a series of Confirmation classes during the Sunday School 
hour, and looks forward to receiving youth of middle school to high school ages. Classes will 
be at 10am on 2/23, 3/9, 3/23, 4/6, 4/27, and 5/11, with Confirmation Sunday on May 18. 
Please email PK at kerry.w.bart@gmail.com for information or to “register”. 

I am with you! To God be the glory, 

 
 
I love you and there’s nothing you can do about it. See you on the flip side! – Pastor Kerry 
 
 

 

PK has scheduled Church Council and Committee meetings for all of 2025. 
You can pick up a copy of the meeting calendar in the narthex. 

 
 

Did You Know? February is named after the Latin term februum, (purification)  

which hearkened to a mid-month ancient Roman purification ritual. 
“March” is named after Mars, the Roman god of war, and at one time it was  
the first month of the year. 
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Epworth Food Ministry 
 

Food is a great communicator, especially when it is delivered by warm, loving hands. It says you 
are loved, your need is recognized, you are not forgotten.  
 
For close to three years, Food Ministries servants, Dede Saffer, Esther Stover and Karen Smith 
have delivered weekly meals to Bomar Drop-In Center, across from Epworth. Many casseroles and 
other nutritious, personally prepared meals have fed a dozen or more on Mondays. 
 
Bomar is a safe and welcoming environment for individuals on their journey to recovery. People in 
the process of renewal there may be at any stage of progress. Many give back as they succeed on 
their path  
 
I asked our Bomar volunteer for comments about their experience. 
 
Karen says, “They appreciate every meal we bring.  We have received cards from Donna 
(Coleman, Director) that the people have signed.  They like having a hot home cooked meal.   
It has been very rewarding.” 
 
Esther commented, “One gentleman's favorite was my pizza casserole.” She added this story: 
 

Once when I delivered, a gentleman was there with his guitar.  He asked if he 
could play for me, and he did.  He shared the story of the passing of the love  
of his life (wife) and that he was devastated.  He said she had written songs 
throughout their marriage.  All Christian themed.  After her passing, those songs 
helped him to heal and so he began to sing them, keeping her close to his 
heart.  He walks around the area and stops in at Bomar now and then to share  
his music.   
 

Others have provided food and delivery from time to time. Dede asks: “Please include an invitation 
to anyone who would like to join us or be available to sub if we would need it. The homeless 
numbers, although not large, have risen this year so somewhere that serves a hot meal is 
appreciated.” 
 
Your generous donations to Food Ministries have assured that this program is well funded for the 
present. Your participation in Food Ministries as a volunteer demonstrates that God is at work in 
you. Please let us know if you want to pitch in. We give God the glory. 
 

Greta Tyler and Bo Hartley 
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 Hello Church!!  The Chancel Choir has begun rehearsals again and we have all our anthems 
picked through the end of June.  I do need a few solos or special music for a couple of Sundays 
if anyone is interested in sharing their amazing talents!  We are rehearsing some oldies that 
you as a congregation have loved in the past along with a couple new songs which I know you 
will enjoy.  We would love to have any or all of you to join us.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 
at 6:30 in the sanctuary immediately following handbell practice. 
 
John Ryder 
 

 
 

 

 

 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Sometime in February or March, we may have snowfall that affects Sunday morning travel…  
If the roads are bad or you don’t feel safe walking or driving, please stay home, don’t take 
unnecessary risks to get to church. That being said, we recognize that some folks are going to 
head to church no matter what, therefore Pastor Kerry plans to make sure the doors are open (but 
he’s making no promises about the condition of the steps or the sidewalks) and if folks show up, 
we’ll have worship. 
 

 

 

SPECIAL SUNDAYS 

The United Methodist Church has six “special” Sundays in the year when we collect offerings for 
designated ministries in our global denomination. 
There are always offering envelopes in the bulletin, but here’s a list of 2025 dates for you. You can 

learn more about these special offerings at www.umcgiving.org.      

Human Relations Day (January 19) UMCOR Sunday (March 30) 
Native American Ministries (May 4) Peace with Justice (June 15) 
World Communion Sunday (October 5) United Methodist Student Day (November 30) 

Remember, our mission in The United Methodist Church is  
               to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

http://www.umcgiving.org/
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WALK OFF THOSE WINTER BLUES! 

For your best health it’s recommended that you walk between 6- and 8,000 steps a day, but it is 
so easy to let the weather get the best of you. Come on down to the church! Half an hour of 
laps in the Family Life Center will help you towards that goal. Call a friend or neighbor or the 
person who sits near you in church and come on over and get some steps in, a couple times a 
week, even daily! And if you’re a record-keeper, count 19.5 laps for one mile. It’s a great time to 
have some exercise and fellowship, and PK might even walk with you! Come and see! 

 

 

THE SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

In 1990, a simple prayer: "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 
mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat" was delivered to a small youth group at 
Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC led by Brad Smith, who was serving as a 
seminary intern at the time. 

This gave birth to an idea. Why not harness the energy and enthusiasm of Super Bowl 
weekend, a time when people come together for football, food and fun, to unite the nation for a 
higher good? Individuals and groups could collect dollars in soup pots and canned food for 
those in need and send every dollar and food donation DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR 
choice. 

In the 35 years since that Super Bowl prayer, nearly $200 MILLION has been raised around the 
world in support of local food ministries because of “Souper Bowl Sunday.” 

→ Sunday Feb. 9 is Super Bowl Sunday, and worshipers at Epworth are invited to bring a food 
contribution (like a can of soup! Or a box of pasta!) and a dollar, to be forwarded along to help 
feed local people.  

→ Worshipers are also invited to wear something sportsy to worship: a jersey, sweatshirt, polo 
shirt, something that expresses school or team spirit.  

 

 

MARSHALL UNIVERSITY CAMPUS MINISTRY 

I have served on the advisory board for campus ministry at Marshall University for about ten 
years, supporting and guiding Rev. Benjamin Wells in his role as a full-time United Methodist 
clergyman appointed to serve the students at Marshall.  

In 2024 the Conference had to reduce the campus ministry budget, which meant that campus 
ministries would have to become self-sustaining. 

That’s where you come in. Because I believe campus ministry is vital for our college students, I 
choose to make a recurring donation in support of it, and I invite you to do the same. Check out 
some of the videos and information at https://www.facebook.com/MarshallUWesley/  
(and you’ll also see a donation portal there for online giving.)  

Your support is needed and appreciated! 
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United Women in Faith 
 

United Women in Faith met after church on November 17, 2024, with the following members 
present:  Cookey Gunther, Sandy Summers, Paula Knopp, Dede Saffer, Arlene Kuryla, Ingrid Lee, 
Sheila Lokant, Beth Miller, Helen Casto, Julie Marple, Lisa Bailey, and Greta Tyler. 
 
Newly elected officers for 2025 are: 
Cookey Gunther, President; Sandy Summers, Vice President;  
Teresa Carmichael, Secretary; and Paula Knopp, Treasurer. 
 
Treasurer reported a profit on pecan sales was $1,126.00; account balance was $15,465.44. 
 
Twelve Days of Christmas was accomplished in early December, 
 
Members voted to combine all women’s circles into United Women in Faith. 
 
A member suggested an email to all women (those current and former) to see if they want to be 
notified of meetings and upcoming events because United Women in Faith is for ANY women, not 
just Epworth. 
 
Jackie Casto volunteered to take care of Christmas church decorations. 
 
World Thank Offering:  The Unit decided to take up donations at the Thanksgiving Dinner for the 
United Women in Faith World Thank Offering. 
 
2025 Call to Prayer and Self-Denial:  Epworth will host Calvary members.  Sufficient funds are 
available for a dinner so the event will be catered. It will take place on a Monday evening @ 6pm in 
March of 2025 (date to be determined). 
 
2025 Reading Program:  Members decided to participate in the 2025 Reading Program.  The Unit 
will order a book from each category to be placed in the Parlor bookcase.  The honor system will be 
observed.  
 
The following books have been selected: 
HOW TO REACH THE WEST                             THE POWER OF TOGETHER 
ALL YOU CAN KNOW: A Memoir                        OUR MISSING HEARTS 
FORGIVING WHAT YOU CAN’T FORGET 
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Our Leadership 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, Episcopal Leader  Rev. Kerry Bart, senior pastor 
Rev. Loretta Isaiah, District Superintendent Rev. Dr. John Hardman, pastor emeritus 
 
Our Representatives to Connectional Ministries 
Church Lay Member of WV Annual Conference  Bo Hartley 
Church Lay Members, Little Kanawha District  Bo Hartley, Sandy Summers 
Parish Council Members  Larry and Celia Parrish 
 
Church Council 
Chairperson  Chaed Smith 
Recording Secretary  Donell Haynes 
Lay Leader  Bo Hartley 

Worship  Greta Tyler 
Education  Mary Jane Anderson & Beth Miller 
Evangelism / Mission  John & Cookey Gunther 
Trustees / Property & Parsonage  Trustee President TBE 
Finance / Stewardship  Mitch Carmichael 
Treasurer  Jared Mullins 
Membership Secretary 
Staff / Pastor Parish Relations  Hope Carroll Haynes & Diana Smith 
Social Life / Shepherding  Dede Saffer 
United Women in Faith (UMW)  Cookey Gunther 
Youth Representative  Julianne Knopp 
Memorial Committee  Carolyn Tippens 
Members at large: Kerry Casto, Justin Green, Jim Perry, Diana Smith, Ralph Summers 

 
Board of Trustees 
  Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
  Jim Hughes Justin Green Sandy Summers 
   Emily Okes Kristin Stover 
    Clayton Haynes 
Lay Leadership / Nominations 
 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
  Suzy McGinley Mitch Carmichael Kristin Fisher 
  Amy Perry Arlene Kuryla Carolyn Rader 
   Lisa Bailey 
Pastor/Staff Parish Relations 

 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
  Bill Munson  Hope Carroll 
  Hamilton Rake  Ralph Summers 
    Diana Smith 
    Julie Marple 

Finance Committee  
Chair: Mitch Carmichael 
Bank Statement reconciler: Paula Knopp 
Financial Secretary: Teresa Carmichael 
Chairpersons of Church Administrative Board and Trustees, Epworth Lay Leader, lay 
member to AnnConf, Chair of SPPRC, Stewardship chair, also all the financial officers of 
the church and the church secretary are members too. 
Members at large: Kerry Casto, Cookey Gunther, Jim Perry, Carolyn Tippens  
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Assignment February 2 February 9 February 16 February 23 

Liturgist Hope Haynes Greta Tyler Mike Knopp Youth 

Acolyte Clarissa Knopp Claudia Buskirk Julianne Knopp Lacey Green 

Infant Nursery Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants 

Toddler Nursery Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants 

Head Usher Beth Miller 
Mary Jane Anderson 

Mitch Carmichael Kerry & Jackie Casto Larry Parrish 

Greeters Paula Knopp Jim & Amy Perry Debbie McCauley Carolyn Rader &  
Ed Smolder 

 

Stewards for February        

Stewards for March 

Assignment March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30 

Liturgist Michelle Rotenberry Sandy Summers Beth Miller Mitch Carmichael Youth 

Acolyte Rogue Woods Claudia Buskirk Lacey Green Julianne Knopp Claudia Buskirk 

Infant Nursery Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants 

Toddler Nursery Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants Loving Servants 

Head Usher Beth Miller 
Mary Jane Anderson 

Mitch Carmichael Kerry & Jackie 
Casto 

Larry Parrish Mitch Carmichael 

Greeters The Bailey family Mary Sue Cain Sharon Mann Dave & Belinda 
Bowyer 

Rev. Terry Deane &  
Lia Billings 

 

 

 

In the Year of our Lord 2024 

Epworth Food Pantry served: 2,584 People,  

Gave out 1,251 bags of food to 654families.  
  

 

CONNECTION CARDS 

Every week in the pews (and online!) we have “Connection Cards” that offer worshipers a simple 
way to communicate with the church office. Check out both sides of the card: we’ve recently 
printed cards with a few checkboxes on the back, so you can indicate if you’d like to serve as a 
liturgist, or a communion steward, or a greeter, or if you’d like a call from the pastor. There’s not 
an official space for it, but if you have a hymn request, write it down and we’ll probably sing it!  
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Epworth United Methodist 

Church.  Pastor:                     Reverend Kerry W. Bart 

Office Phone:          304-372-3493 

Office Hours:          Tuesday thru Thursday 9am to 12pm 

Pastors Cell:            610-304-5437 

 

  Sunday School                Sunday                 9:45 am 

Worship                           Sunday               11:00 am 

Muffins and More           Tuesday              10:00 am 

Communion      Wednesday         12:05 pm 

Handbells                        Wednesday           5:30 pm 

Chancel Choir                 Wednesday           6:30 pm 
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